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THE MARRIAGE BELL, 

BY J. H. R. BAYLEV. 

'Tis sweet to hear those notes of fire, 
Struck from the minstrel's burning lyre; 
There is a joy that swells the soul, 
When music charms " the flowing bowl"- 
A pleasure in some well-known voice, 
That bids the loneliest heart rejoice ; 
An ccstacy that springs from song — 
A rapture in the social throng ! 
But where's there an endearing spell 
That gladdens like the marriage hell? 

It falls upon the lover's ear 
Like strains from some diviner sphere ; 
The tale it tells the young and gay, 
Whose life hath been one summer's day, 



Is coloured with a future bliss, 
Too heavenly for a world like this j 
It hath a soul inspiring tone, 
Which stirs the spirit sad and lone, 
And sheds a lively influence round, 
Wherever flies its merry sound ! 

It mellows down the lorn one's heart 
To meet its fate, and bear the smart ; 
And wafts the aged hack once more 
In fancy to those scenes of yore, 
When early joys and feelings grew, 
And vow to vow proved firm and true! 
Yes, one and all, from youth to age, 
From the unlettered to the sage, 
Have felt that life hath not a spell 
That gladdens like the marriage hell! 
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